
 
 

February 27, 2006 
 
The Honorable Jim Ramstad 
United States Congress 
103 CHOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
FAX:  202.225.6351 – DC Office 
 952.738.9362 – Minnetonka Office 
 
Dear Congressman Ramstad: 
 
Thank you for your previous support of H.R. 4167, the “National Uniformity for Food Act of 2005.”  
In addition to your support, the legislation has 227 bipartisan co-sponsors, and was reported by a 
bipartisan vote from the Energy and Commerce Committee on December 15, 2005.  With a vote 
scheduled later this week on the House floor, we urge you to vote “YES” for the measure and “NO” 
on any hostile amendments. 
 
H.R. 4167 amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act in the areas of food safety tolerance 
setting and warning labeling, taking a measured, science based approach, to achieve national 
uniformity. The bill contains a method for the orderly review and harmonization of existing state food 
safety adulteration laws and warnings as they relate to Federal law. No existing state law would be 
preempted without this review and those state requirements under petition would stay in effect during 
that review.   
 
H.R. 4167 recognizes that it makes no sense to have a "patchwork quilt" of different states adopting 
different regulatory requirements on identical food products. National uniformity in food laws is 
actually the norm, not the exception. All meat and poultry regulated by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) have national uniformity under the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act. Congress has continued to recognize the importance of uniformity in food 
regulation by enacting the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act (NLEA) of 1990, which established 
uniform nutrition labeling requirements on manufactured foods. In addition, the Food Quality 
Protection Act (FQPA) of 1996 included a uniformity provision for pesticide tolerance standards in 
food products. H.R. 4167 completes the job by establishing national uniformity for food additives and 
warning labels. 

 
FDA's programs constitute a comprehensive program of strict safety standards for foods sold in 
interstate commerce. Conflicting laws requiring different warning labels than those established by FDA 
create consumer confusion, and could lead consumers to ignore all food label warnings. A single 
national system will give consumers in all states uniform science based information on the products 
they choose.  



 
We urge your vote for H.R. 4167. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Cargill, Inc. 
ConAgra Foods 
General Mills, Inc. 
Hormel Foods 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Midwest  Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Minnesota Beverage Association 
Minnesota Business Partnership 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Grocers Association 
Minnesota Retailers Association 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
The Schwan Food Company 
Supervalu, Inc. 
Target Corporation 
TwinWest Chamber of Commerce 
  



    
February 27, 2006 

 
The Honorable John Kline 
United States Congress 
1429 LHOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
FAX:  202.225.2595 – DC Office 
 952.808.1261 – Burnsville Office 
 
Dear Congressman Kline: 
 
Thank you for your previous support of H.R. 4167, the “National Uniformity for Food Act of 2005.”  
In addition to your support, the legislation has 227 bipartisan co-sponsors, and was reported by a 
bipartisan vote from the Energy and Commerce Committee on December 15, 2005.  With a vote 
scheduled later this week on the House floor, we urge you to vote “YES” for the measure and “NO” 
on any hostile amendments. 
   
H.R. 4167 amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act in the areas of food safety tolerance 
setting and warning labeling, taking a measured, science based approach, to achieve national 
uniformity. The bill contains a method for the orderly review and harmonization of existing state food 
safety adulteration laws and warnings as they relate to Federal law. No existing state law would be 
preempted without this review and those state requirements under petition would stay in effect during 
that review.   
 
H.R. 4167 recognizes that it makes no sense to have a "patchwork quilt" of different states adopting 
different regulatory requirements on identical food products. National uniformity in food laws is 
actually the norm, not the exception. All meat and poultry regulated by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) have national uniformity under the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act. Congress has continued to recognize the importance of uniformity in food 
regulation by enacting the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act (NLEA) of 1990, which established 
uniform nutrition labeling requirements on manufactured foods. In addition, the Food Quality 
Protection Act (FQPA) of 1996 included a uniformity provision for pesticide tolerance standards in 
food products. H.R. 4167 completes the job by establishing national uniformity for food additives and 
warning labels. 

 
FDA's programs constitute a comprehensive program of strict safety standards for foods sold in 
interstate commerce. Conflicting laws requiring different warning labels than those established by FDA 
create consumer confusion, and could lead consumers to ignore all food label warnings. A single 
national system will give consumers in all states uniform science based information on the products 
they choose.  



 
We urge your vote for H.R. 4167. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Cargill, Inc. 
ConAgra Foods 
General Mills, Inc. 
Hormel Foods 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Midwest  Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Minnesota Beverage Association 
Minnesota Business Partnership 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Grocers Association 
Minnesota Retailers Association 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
The Schwan Food Company 
Supervalu, Inc. 
Target Corporation 
TwinWest Chamber of Commerce 
 



 
     February 27, 2006 
 
The Honorable Mark Kennedy 
United States Congress 
1415 LHOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
FAX:  202.225.6475 – DC Office 
 320-259-0786 – St. Cloud Office 
 
Dear Congressman Kennedy: 
 
Thank you for your previous support of H.R. 4167, the “National Uniformity for Food Act of 2005.”  
In addition to your support, the legislation has 227 bipartisan co-sponsors, and was reported by a 
bipartisan vote from the Energy and Commerce Committee on December 15, 2005.  With a vote 
scheduled later this week on the House floor, we urge you to vote “YES” for the measure and “NO” 
on any hostile amendments.  
 
H.R. 4167 amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act in the areas of food safety tolerance 
setting and warning labeling, taking a measured, science based approach, to achieve national 
uniformity. The bill contains a method for the orderly review and harmonization of existing state food 
safety adulteration laws and warnings as they relate to Federal law. No existing state law would be 
preempted without this review and those state requirements under petition would stay in effect during 
that review.   
 
H.R. 4167 recognizes that it makes no sense to have a "patchwork quilt" of different states adopting 
different regulatory requirements on identical food products. National uniformity in food laws is 
actually the norm, not the exception. All meat and poultry regulated by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) have national uniformity under the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act. Congress has continued to recognize the importance of uniformity in food 
regulation by enacting the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act (NLEA) of 1990, which established 
uniform nutrition labeling requirements on manufactured foods. In addition, the Food Quality 
Protection Act (FQPA) of 1996 included a uniformity provision for pesticide tolerance standards in 
food products. H.R. 4167 completes the job by establishing national uniformity for food additives and 
warning labels. 

 
FDA's programs constitute a comprehensive program of strict safety standards for foods sold in 
interstate commerce. Conflicting laws requiring different warning labels than those established by FDA 
create consumer confusion, and could lead consumers to ignore all food label warnings. A single 
national system will give consumers in all states uniform science based information on the products 
they choose.  



 
We urge your vote for H.R. 4167. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Cargill, Inc. 
ConAgra Foods 
General Mills, Inc. 
Hormel Foods 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Midwest  Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Minnesota Beverage Association 
Minnesota Business Partnership 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Grocers Association 
Minnesota Retailers Association 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
The Schwan Food Company 
Supervalu, Inc. 
Target Corporation 
TwinWest Chamber of Commerce 



 
     February 27, 2006 
 
The Honorable Gil Gutknecht 
United States Congress 
425 CHOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
FAX: 202.225.3246 – DC Office 
 507.252.9915 – Rochester Office 
 
Dear Congressman Gutknecht: 
 
Thank you for your previous support of H.R. 4167, the “National Uniformity for Food Act of 2005.”  
In addition to your support, the legislation has 227 bipartisan co-sponsors, and was reported by a 
bipartisan vote from the Energy and Commerce Committee on December 15, 2005.  With a vote 
scheduled later this week on the House floor, we urge you to vote “YES” for the measure and “NO” 
on any hostile amendments.   
 
H.R. 4167 amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act in the areas of food safety tolerance 
setting and warning labeling, taking a measured, science based approach, to achieve national 
uniformity. The bill contains a method for the orderly review and harmonization of existing state food 
safety adulteration laws and warnings as they relate to Federal law. No existing state law would be 
preempted without this review and those state requirements under petition would stay in effect during 
that review.   
 
H.R. 4167 recognizes that it makes no sense to have a "patchwork quilt" of different states adopting 
different regulatory requirements on identical food products. National uniformity in food laws is 
actually the norm, not the exception. All meat and poultry regulated by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) have national uniformity under the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act. Congress has continued to recognize the importance of uniformity in food 
regulation by enacting the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act (NLEA) of 1990, which established 
uniform nutrition labeling requirements on manufactured foods. In addition, the Food Quality 
Protection Act (FQPA) of 1996 included a uniformity provision for pesticide tolerance standards in 
food products. H.R. 4167 completes the job by establishing national uniformity for food additives and 
warning labels. 

 
FDA's programs constitute a comprehensive program of strict safety standards for foods sold in 
interstate commerce. Conflicting laws requiring different warning labels than those established by FDA 
create consumer confusion, and could lead consumers to ignore all food label warnings. A single 
national system will give consumers in all states uniform science based information on the products 
they choose.  



 
We urge your vote for H.R. 4167. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Cargill, Inc. 
ConAgra Foods 
General Mills, Inc. 
Hormel Foods 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Midwest  Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Minnesota Beverage Association 
Minnesota Business Partnership 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Grocers Association 
Minnesota Retailers Association 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
The Schwan Food Company 
Supervalu, Inc. 
Target Corporation 
TwinWest Chamber of Commerce 



 
     February 27, 2006 
 
The Honorable Collin Peterson 
United States Congress 
2159 RHOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
FAX:  202.225.1593 – DC Office 
 218.847.5109 – Detroit Lakes Office 
 
Dear Congressman Peterson: 
 
Thank you for your previous support of H.R. 4167, the “National Uniformity for Food Act of 2005.”  
In addition to your support, the legislation has 227 bipartisan co-sponsors, and was reported by a 
bipartisan vote from the Energy and Commerce Committee on December 15, 2005.  With a vote 
scheduled later this week on the House floor, we urge you to vote “YES” for the measure and “NO” 
on any hostile amendments.   
 
H.R. 4167 amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act in the areas of food safety tolerance 
setting and warning labeling, taking a measured, science based approach, to achieve national 
uniformity. The bill contains a method for the orderly review and harmonization of existing state food 
safety adulteration laws and warnings as they relate to Federal law. No existing state law would be 
preempted without this review and those state requirements under petition would stay in effect during 
that review.   
 
H.R. 4167 recognizes that it makes no sense to have a "patchwork quilt" of different states adopting 
different regulatory requirements on identical food products. National uniformity in food laws is 
actually the norm, not the exception. All meat and poultry regulated by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) have national uniformity under the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act. Congress has continued to recognize the importance of uniformity in food 
regulation by enacting the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act (NLEA) of 1990, which established 
uniform nutrition labeling requirements on manufactured foods. In addition, the Food Quality 
Protection Act (FQPA) of 1996 included a uniformity provision for pesticide tolerance standards in 
food products. H.R. 4167 completes the job by establishing national uniformity for food additives and 
warning labels. 

 
FDA's programs constitute a comprehensive program of strict safety standards for foods sold in 
interstate commerce. Conflicting laws requiring different warning labels than those established by FDA 
create consumer confusion, and could lead consumers to ignore all food label warnings. A single 
national system will give consumers in all states uniform science based information on the products 
they choose.  



 
We urge your vote for H.R. 4167. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Cargill, Inc. 
ConAgra Foods 
General Mills, Inc. 
Hormel Foods 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Midwest  Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Minnesota Beverage Association 
Minnesota Business Partnership 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 
Minnesota Grocers Association 
Minnesota Retailers Association 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
The Schwan Food Company 
Supervalu, Inc. 
Target Corporation 
TwinWest Chamber of Commerce 


